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There are plenty of reasons why you might need to download something using Chrome on Android. Maybe you found an image that you want to use as a wallpaper, or you need to download a PDF for work and you’re not near a computer. Whatever the case may be, it’s easy to do. Open the Chrome web browser on your Android phone or tablet and go
to the webpage where you want to download a file. To download an image, simply long-press on the image until the menu pops up. From the menu, tap “Download Image.” The download progress will be shown at the bottom of the screen. When completed, you can tap “Open” to view the image. Chrome will also show the download progress in a
notification, which you can tap to open the file. Downloading other files can be done in the same way, or you can tap the “Download” button or icon if one is available. For example, the button below can be long-pressed... ... to bring up this menu. Tap “Download Link” to download the file. Tapping the button directly will also start the download.
Whether you're downloading an image, audio file, PDF, or anything else, Chrome will always allow you to open it immediately after downloading. An easy way to see all of your downloads is to tap the three-dot menu icon in the top bar. Select “Downloads” from the menu. This will bring up a chronological list of everything you have downloaded in
Chrome. Downloads from Chrome are stored in the “Downloads” folder on your device. You can view this folder with a file manager. Most Android devices come with a file manager app pre-installed, usually simply called “Files” or “My Files.” If not, the “Files by Google” app is available for free in the Play Store. Open your file manager of choice and
look for the “Downloads” folder. This is what it looks like in the “Files by Google” app. Regardless of the Android device you have, there will be a “Downloads” folder on it. The majority of things you download on your device, not just from Chrome, can be found in this folder. This is the window that allows you to install Android File Transfer (Image
credit: Adam Doud/Android Central) Android File Transfer is an app developed by Google designed to help you move files from your Android phone to your Mac. On a Windows PC, it's a straightforward plug-n-play procedure. However, if you are not using one of the best cloud services available, the nature of macOS requires a separate app to transfer
files.Visit www.android.com/filetransfer.Click Download Now.Source: Adam Doud/Android Central (Image credit: Source: Adam Doud/Android Central)Choose a location to download the file. Click Save. Double click on the file when the download is complete.Source: Adam Doud/Android Central (Image credit: Source: Adam Doud/Android Central)Drag
the Android File Transfer icon to the Accessories folder.Source: Adam Doud/Android Central (Image credit: Source: Adam Doud/Android Central)Once installation is complete, you'll have the app. Click Android File Transfer in the Application folder to start the program.You may be asked if you want to open an app downloaded from the Internet. Click
Open.Source: Adam Doud/Android Central (Image credit: Source: Adam Doud/Android Central)Once the app opens on your Mac, you'll need to make sure your phone is set up to transfer files. In fact, Android File Transfer will most likely tell you that you need to do that. The easiest way to do so is to swipe down on the notification shade.Tap the
notification that says Touch for more options.Tap Transfer files.Source: Adam Doud/Android CentralWhen you do that, you'll probably need to relaunch the Android File Transfer app. Once you do, you'll be shown a list of files. From here, it's straightforward. Drag any files you want from your Android device over to your Mac, and you're all set.Source:
Adam Doud/Android Central (Image credit: Source: Adam Doud/Android Central)When you're done, simply unplug the phone. Hopefully, this all went very smoothly for you. However, our own Jerry Hildebrand wrote about how bad Android File Transfer was five years ago, and it has not changed since.How to troubleshoot Android File TransferSource:
Adam Doud/Android Central (Image credit: Source: Adam Doud/Android Central)The app works better for some phones than others. Typically when you first plug a phone in, the app will launch and tell you it can't connect to the phone. After switching the phone to File Transfer mode, you'll typically need to close and relaunch Android File Transfer.
Sometimes, you'll have to close File Transfer, then switch the mode on the phone, then relaunch. Sometimes, you'll need to unplug the phone. There's really no rhyme nor reason as to what works and what doesn't, which is, by the way, why Jerry wrote about this app five years ago. Sometimes, switching the phone to file transfer mode and relaunching
the app will do the trick. We hate to leave you like this, but unfortunately, the app is just that bad. Transferring files between Android phones via Bluetooth needs to be buried in the past. The Wi-Fi direct method, used by the majority of inter-phone file sharing apps, should become the new standard. This won't happen until manufacturers start
building it as a stock software feature inside their products. Until then, though, feel free to use apps such as CShare to get by your file-sharing needs at speed 10 times as fast as 3G, and 30 times as fast as Bluetooth. CShare has pretty colors, is fast, and very easy to install and use. We'd say it covers the three most important app bases pretty well!
So, here's how you use it to send and receive files. It goes without saying that this type of sharing goes on between devices in reasonably close proximity - around 328ft (100m). For long-distance sharing, use cloud storage.First, get CShare from the Google Play Store on your phone or tablet (link). It's totally free. Open the app, and it should
immediately recognize your device's brand and model name. Next, hit Send. You'll be greeted by a file browser where you mark the designated files (it can apps, pictures, video, music) and hit "Select" when you're finished. Now, here comes the only tedious part - getting the recipient to install CShare. It actually happens pretty fast, but if your
recipient isn't an avid smartphone user, it might take a bit of direction to get them on the right track. Anyway, you have a number of ways to proceed. The first is to get the recipient to read a QR Code and download the app. The others send a URL or SMS containing the download, and the final, possibly most sensible option is to send the app to your
recipient via Bluetooth. When CShare is up and running on both sides, it's time to press the Receive button on the receiving end. If everything goes as well, the selected file(s) gets magically beamed to the recipient phone with a cool animation and a tiny speed report so you can brag later. Like a properly polished app, CSHare has a file transfer
history, so you'll know where to find your files. And that's it! Share easy, share free.
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